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to do.   I, therefore, see no reason for the least feeling of frustra-
tion.   Such a feeling can only be a sign of our ignorance,

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 26-2-1922

195.   MT NOTES
IN THE CALCUTTA JAIL
Harilal Gandhi writes from the Calcutta Jail:1
The news which appeared in the papers,   that the sentences
of the prisoners in Calcutta Jail have been reduced by half, has
turned out in many cases to be without foundation.
How CAN WE POSSIBLY PAY "CHOTHAI''?
The leading Patidars of Karamsad2 had come forward to offer
civil disobedience with such courage that they were prepared to
be ruined. Now that they are required to pay up the revenue
dues under the Bardoli Resolution, they feel unhappy. To add
to this, the Government officials, in their vindictiveness, de-
mand chothai which the Patidars simply cannot bring themselves to
pay-
But did we ever expect any decency from the  Government?
Is it ever likely to miss an opportunity of victimizing people?
Decency on our part consists in permitting them to have their
revenge without getting angry ourselves. We should not even peti-
tion the officials to waive the demand,
To pay such fines is part of our atonement. If people are
prepared to be ruined, what objection can they have to paying
a fine?
But those who pay such fine may rest assured that, when we
have swaraj or when there is a settlement, their fines will be re-
funded if they demand that they should be. I would particularly
advise those from whom chothai is demanded that they should pay
it up and keep an account of the payment.
The path of satyagraha has its own laws;   it requires discri-
. mination and readiness to suffer.    We should not hope that we
shall have our revenge on such officials when our turn comes.   If
anyone punishes us but we do not retaliate,   the other person's
1 The letter is not translated here.
2 In Anand taluka, which was preparing to offer civil disobedience uncjer
the leadership of Abbas Tyabji